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Tritrichomonas muris

Significance

Tritrichomonas muris is a commensal organism that occurs m the large
intestine of rodents It has no known significance as a complication of
research. It is not known to infect people

Agent

A flagellated protozoan, subphylum Mastigophora, class Zoomastigo-
phorea, order Tnchomonadida, genus Tritrichomonas The trophozoite is
pear-shaped and measures 10-14 x 16-26 |im It has an anterior nucleus
More anteriorly there is a blepharoplast that gives rise to three anterior
flagella and one posterior flagellum attached to the body by an undulating
membrane The trophozoite has a characteristic wobbly motility Repro-
duction is by binary fission (Levme, 1974, Hsu, 1982). In the past, trans-
mission has been thought to be by ingestion of the trophozoites, but there is
a recent suggestion that T. muris forms cysts (Kunstyr and Fnedhoff, 1980).

Life Cycle

In addition to the trophozoite stage, the organism may have a cyst stage
(Kunstyr and Fnedhoff, 1980). If so, the cyst stage is probably the one
primarily involved in transmission

Hosts

Mice, rats, hamsters, and rodents (Levme, 1974, Hsu, 1982)

Epizooti ology

The trophozoites are found throughout the fecal mass in the cecum and
colon (Levme, 1974; Hsu, 1982)

Clinical

T muris infections are not known to cause clinical signs (Levme, 1974,
Hsu, 1982)

Pathology

The organism is considered a commensal (Levme, 1974, Hsu, 1982).